- What's in a Web Site?
| (Things you always wanted to
know about the Web, but didn’t
know who to agkl!)

There is a tremendous amount of information available on the
World Wide Web. Some of this information is good, sound
research data; some is opinion. When a person searches the Web,
the sheer volume of information can be overwhelming. How can
an individual determine the appropriateness or validity of the
information they are finding?

As you prepare to evaluate information from the Web, there are a
few basic assumptions that should be made clear.

Not all information is created equal

There is good information on bad sites, and bad
information on good sites.

Information on the Web should be viewed as no more or
less than information from other sources.

Authorship on the Web does not mean “authority.”
Evaluating a site means applying individual judgement.
The individual evaluating the content of a Web site has a
bias in how they view the information.

Evaluation of Web sites is a means, not an end.
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A review of dozens of siteg discussing content evaluation seemed to have at
the center five general themes:

@ Authority; @ Audience; @ Context/Coverage; ® Accuracy; and ®
Currency.

Together thege five themes create a bage for determining how to use
information from a web site. Whether for personal use or for a report, a
student can learn to ask thege basic questiong to ascertain how much
credibility they choose to assign to the information found on a web site.
These are good questions to ask regardless of the reagon for obtaining
information from the Web.




For a more thorough exploration of these concepts, and for the
bibliographic listing, you will soon be able to order a copy of the
EETAP document “Evaluating the Content of Web Sites” through:

EETAP Resource Library

Ohio State University Extension Community Development
700 Ackerman Rd, Ste 235

Columbus, OH 43202-1578

phone: 614-292-6926

fax: 614-292-7341

e-mail: heimlich.1@osu.edu

Or on the U.S. EPA Office of Environmental Educat’ n Web site
at:
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/

For more information on the following p'
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This publication is a pr. the EETAP Resource Library, a

partner in the Environmer. . Education and Training
Partnership, funded by the U.S. EPA and managed by the North
American Association for Environmental Education.



